PINTO RULES
8U

Listed below are the rules for the PINTO (8U) division. These rules can be found in Rule 6 on page 36 of the PONY Softball rule book. For those that will host or call a PINTO tournament you must follow these rules. If you have any questions please let us know. 
THE FIELD
1. Pitching distance is 35 feet. This is marked from the back point of home plate to the front of the pitching rubber.

2. Bases are 55 feet.

3. There shall be a line drawn 45 from home plate on both foul lines. These lines are to show the minimum distance the first and third baseman can play in front of their respected bases.

4. The batters box  is 7 feet long and 3 feet wide.
5. There will be a 3 foot line extended from either side of the pitching to mark where the player may stand.
THE GAME
1. There will be a time limit of one hour for the game. If the time runs out and you are in the middle of an inning you will finish that inning. 

2. The length of the game is 6 innings.

3. A team is only allowed to score 4 runs per inning. Once a team has scored their 4 runs then that ½ inning is over. This run limit is for the entire 6 innings. So because of this if one team is ahead by 9 runs after 4 innings or 5 runs after 5 innings then the game will be called. 

4. The only time the run limit is lifted is when there is a tie at the end of 6 innings or at the end of one hour. It will stay that way until a winner is declared.

5. There are NO walks. Each batter is allowed 4 pitches. If the batter swings and misses 3 times then the umpire will call that batter out. The umpire can only call a strike if the batter swings. At the end of 4 pitches if the batter has not hit a fair ball then the batter will be called out.

6. If the 4th pitch is foul then the batter gets an extra pitch. There is no limit to the number of pitches that are fouled.
7. There is NO STEALING. If the runner leaves the base before the ball is hit no pitch will be called and the runner will be called out. The pitch will count as part of the four allowed. . If it is the fourth pitch the batter will be called out. If the batter has hit the ball the hit will be nullified. 
8. There is NO infield-fly.

9. Only the players and coaches listed on the official roster can be in the dugout.

10. Each team may have up to a maximum of 4 coaches on the coaching staff/roster.

11. While on defense no one except the pitcher can be closer than 45 feet to home plate. If they are then the umpire will call no pitch and move the players back.
12. The pitcher must be parallel to the pitching rubber. She must also be at least 3 feet from either side of the pitching rubber. If she is not then agin the umpire will call a no pitch.
13. Team conferences are not allowed on the field between innings(offense or defense). The first time the team gets a warning. After that if the offense is in violation then the batter is called out. If the defense is in violation the batter is awarded 1st base. Also after the team warning a coach will be ejected from the game each time there is a violation of this rule.

EQUIPMENT
1. All equipment rules that are in place within the PONY rule book apply for the PINTO (8U) division.

2. The player that is in the lineup as the “pitcher” may use a multi colored glove.

3. Bats marked T Ball or Little League are illegal

4. The ball will be the 11 inch softball. It must meet all the specifications found under rule 3, section 3 of the PONY rule book. 
PITCHING COACH
 As we know the PINTO (8U) division is a coach pitch league. Listed below are rules to govern this.

1. Each team shall provide their own pitching coach. This coach is one of the 4 that are allowed. That coach shall pitch to their own team.

2. All ready covered but again the pitching distance is 35 feet. 

3. The ball must be delivered in a safe manner. It must be thrown underhand and it does not have to have an arch.

4. If the coach pitcher is hit with a batted ball, no pitch will be called, and since it is a no pitch the pitch it will not count as one of the four the batter is allowed.
5. The coach pitcher cannot communicate with their players while on the field.
6. The coach pitcher can only communicate with any of the other coaches while the ball is dead. If there is communication during a live ball then one warning is given. If it happens again during the game then the coach pitcher will be removed from the pitching position for the rest of the game.

7. Once the ball is hit fair the coach pitcher must move to the side opposite from where the ball was hit. They may also move forward or backward to keep from interfering with the defense.

8. If the coach pitcher interferes with one of his/her players while they are on offensive then the play stands.

9. If the coach pitcher interferes with a defensive player, and it is unintentionally then the umpire has the option of calling the base runner out. If the act is considered to be intentional, then the runner will be called out.

UMPIRES

 It is our recommendation that two umpire be used for the PINTO (8U) division. Listed are the recommended mechanics for the umpires. 

PLATE UMPIRE (plate umpire does not wear any plate equipment)
1. Keep count of the pitches thrown and swinging strikes.

2. Call the batter out if she fails to hit the ball after 4 pitches or has 3 swinging strikes.

3. Make sure that NO team conferences are held on the playing field between innings. 

4. Position themselves 45 degrees from the back corner of the batters box on the third base side.

5. Make all calls at home and third.

6. Keep the line up for all substitutions.

7. Watch for runners leaving early at third.

8. Uphold ALL rules for PONY Softball as they pertain to the game.

BASE UMPIRE
1. Make sure all fielders stay at least 45 feet from home plate.

2. Make sure than the “pitcher” is parallel to the pitching rubber and 3 feet from either end of the rubber.

3. With no one on be behind first base on the line. 

4. With runners at 1st or 2nd be in the B slot behind the second baseman.

5. Do not go to the C slot with runners at any time. 

6. Make all calls at first and second.

7. Watch for runners leaving early at first or second.

8. Uphold ALL rules for PONY Softball as they pertain to the game.

